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Expertise  

Ana Paula Mucha has a research position at CIIMAR, University of Porto, Portugal, being the Principal 
Investigator of the EcoBioTec Group (Bioremediation and Ecosystems Functioning). She focus her research on 
the development of biotechnology tools for ecosystems recover, based on the ability of autochthonous 
microorganisms and plants to remove contaminants, through bioremediation and phytoremediation processes. 
She has relevant expertise in microbiology, microbial ecology and interaction of microorganisms with 
contaminants. She authored ca. 50 SCI papers including high profile journals such as Bioresource Technology or 
Environmental Science and Technology. Also, she is the Scientific Coordinator of the CMIA (Environmental 
Monitoring and Interpretation Centre) of Vila do Conde, and regularly gives talks to the general public and 
school students in the frame of outreach programs and projects. Moreover, she has been involved in several 
national and international project, being the national representative of the COST Action “European Network on 
Ecological Functions of Trace Metals in Anaerobic Biotechnologies”. 

 

Academic degrees 

2002 – PhD. in Aquatic Sciences at Institute of Biomedical Sciences Abel Salazar (ICBAS), University of Porto, 

Portugal. 

1997 – MSc Degree in Ecology, Management and Modelling of Aquatic Resources at Faculty of Sciences and 

Technology, New University of Lisbon, Portugal. 

1993 – Degree in Aquatic Sciences at Institute of Biomedical Sciences Abel Salazar (ICBAS), University of Porto, 

Portugal. 

 

Current position 

2012 - …: Auxiliary Researcher at CIIMAR, Principal Investigator of the EcoBioTec Group (Bioremediation and 

Ecosystems Functioning). 

 

Participation in research projects 

 Principal Investigator of the project “SpilLess - First line response to oil spills based on native 

microorganisms cooperation”, started in February 2017 (Ref: EASME/EMFF/2016/1.2.1.4/010). 

 Team member of the project “CORAL - Sustainable Ocean Exploitation: Tools and Sensors”, started in 

January 2016 (NORTE-01-0145-FEDER-000036).  
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 Team member of the project “INNOVMAR - Innovation and Sustainability in the Management and 

Exploitation of Marine Resources”, started in January 2016 (NORTE-01-0145-FEDER-000035).  

 Team member of the project “MarinEye – A prototype for multitrophic oceanic monitoring” financial 

support from Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway through the EEA Grants (PT02_Aviso4_0017), started 

in October 2015.  

 Core team member of the project “CientAmostra - Certificação científica para a realização de 

campanhas de amostragem”, started in October 2014, (Funded by PROMAR - Desenvolvimento 

Sustentável das Zonas de Pesca Grupo de Acção Costeira Litoral Norte  (31-04-01-FEP-237)). 

 Management Committee member of COST Action: ES1302 – “European Network on Ecological 

Functions of Trace Metals in Anaerobic Biotechnologies”, started in November 2013. 

 Team member of the project “ECORISK - Ecological risk assessment of oils and hazardous and noxious 

substances in the NW Portuguese coast”, started in January 2013 (NORTE-07-0124-FEDER-000054). 

 Principal investigator of the project “PHYTOBIO - Phytoremediation and bioremediation of 

contaminants in salt marshes: plant – microorganisms interactions”, started in June 2010 

(PTDC/MAR/099140/2008). 

 Core team member of the project "NITROTOX – Interference of Metals and PAHs in Nitrate Removal 

Biological Processes: Denitrification vs Anammox", started in October 2011 (PTDC/AAC-

AMB/113973/2009).  

 Team member of the project "CHOLERA-Towards the understanding of Vibrio cholerae dynamics and 

controls in tropical African wells (Guinea-Bissau)", started in March 2010 (PTDC/AAC-CLI/103539/2008) 

 Core team member of the project “OILDEBEACH - Buried oil in the intertidal beach zone: coupling 

between beach morphodynamic, natural degradation, forcing mechanisms and biological activity", 

started in October 2008 (ERA-AMPERA/0003/2007). 

 Team member of the project "Rhizosphere Biogeochemistry and its Relevance for Endpoints and 

Phytoremediation" started in September 2005 (POCTI/CTA/48386/2002). 

 Team member of the project of JNICT (PEAM/C/GEN/245/93) "Processos de transferência de carbono, 

nutrientes e metais pesados entre o ambiente sedimentar e a água, em zonas costeiras" (1994-96). 

 Team member of the project of IHRH "Avaliação da vulnerabilidade da capacidade de recepção das 

águas e zonas costeiras em Portugal" (1994). 
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